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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael Ushino

Dear Colleagues,

Happy March Madness! In our tireless work throughout the year to make
our students into the best musicians they can possibly be, the Spring
season is the time where we get to celebrate the hard work that we've
done. These celebrations are in the form of festivals, sight-reading
festivals, concerts, and tours. It is a labor of love that we put ourselves and
students through year in and year out. Each year presents new
challenges and we always rise to them, and we hope surpass what we set
out to achieve.

In my early career, | used to think festivals were a competition of some
type where we had to come out on stage and take it by storm every time.
That is not the case. We are all trying to perform our repertoire with the
highest level of technical excellence, musicality, and giving each piece
the respect that it deserves. In addition, we get the opportunity to learn
from our colleagues who are also doing fantastic work with their students.
It's a learning opportunity for us as much as it is for our students. | believe
a rising tide lifts all ships and what we have here in Southern California is
very special.

This is also a time to think about our colleagues, friends, and loved ones
who have lost so much since the start of 2025. Many in our membership
are still recovering from the devastating wildfires that consumed the lives
of so many and have left many of our own without homes. Choral music is
the last thing on their minds. Our hearts and minds are with our friends
and | hope we as a community can help our own the best that we can.

If you have not already, please reach out to your friends and colleagues
that have been affected by these fires. If you are able, please give to your
local charitable organizations that can help our friends through this
difficult time.

I've told my students that in this Spring season that we need to sing, not
for ourselves, but for every person who is not able to and do our
community proud. Let’s unite together as Southern California to make
beautiful music in the face of tragedy and help our friends back on our
feet.



SCVA Vocal Solo
Festival 2025

Thank you to all students who submitted for this year’s Vocal Solo &
Small Ensemble festival! You made the adjudicators’ lives difficult with
the caliber of musicianship that you shared this year. We are proud to
invite the following students to attend an in -person masterclass.

Classical Solo Semi- Finalists:

Sawyer Damron Jintian Ma
Summer Deng Frances Salata
Joelle Kim Olivia Song

Jozen Wynter

Musical Theatre Semi- Finalists:

Morgan Abalos Isaiah Medina

Luna Brutocao Alana Merritt

Kristy Centeno Sophia Peabody
Sofia Crawford Lily Pourtabib
Laysha Ibarra Caydence Renneker
Madison Leiva Kamryn Valenzuela
Mackenzie Lingle Akemi Wong

Ellie Liu Penelope Yalamanchi
Mila Llerenas ltxmara Zepeda
Molly McClure

Commercial Music/Jazz Semi - Finalists:

Kristy Centeno Lily Pourtabib
Audra Cockrum Keyonna Ross
Montgomery Kanda-Gleeson Alex Santos

Coco Kliman

Grace Melgoza

Sarah Mooney

Dylan Kate Muller
Questions:
Drew Lewis at drewlewis1977@gmail.com or
Monica Benson at monicatbenson@gmail.com

Elise Tsai
ltxmara Zepeda
Claire Ziebart

























