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MARCH 2026

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael Ushino

Dear Colleagues,

Happy March (aka choir festival season)! Festival season is @
beautiful time for all of us where we can showcase all of the
wonderful work that our students have been doing throughout
the year. Festival adjudications are not the end-all-be-all as we
all know but it is important that we frame this exciting time of
music for our students as an opportunity to sing in front of new
audiences and receive valuable feedback to grow even further.

Most of us don’t have the opportunities to secure release days to
go observe other music educators like we did in our
undergraduate days so festivals are that opportunity to see our
colleagues at work. Take full advantage of whatever resources
you have and make the most of your opportunity to improve
your own skills. The beneficiaries are the students who sit in front
of us every day.

If you are one of the lucky ones who can attend a conference or
are able to secure a release day to go observe colleagues
during their rehearsals, take full advantage of every one of those
opportunities to observe, connect, network, and steal a concept
or technique. We are a community. A rising tide lifts all ships.

Let us all, regardless of how many years of experience in the field,
continue to learn and grow. Our students will continue to change
and evolve with time and we need to stay ahead of them to
guide them into the future.

Let’s get through this festival season and look forward to the
well-deserved breaks ahead of us!



L

KEY DATE

First round:

Virtual Video submissions

due by Jan 24

Feedback delivered by Feb 15
Semi finals: In Person Masterclass

Hosted in regional areas BETWEEN Mar 15-Apr 11
Finals: In Person May 17th from 3:00-5:00 PM
Glendale City Church

610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206

$40 SOLO ENTRY
$45 DUO/TRIO/SMALL ENSEMBLE

QUESTIONS?
Drew Lewis at drewlewis1977@gmail.com or

Monica Benson at monicatbenson@gmail.com






























