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A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael Ushino

Welcome back!

As we embark on a new school year together, | want to take a moment to
introduce myself. My name is Michael Ushino and | will be starting my 1ith year as
the choral director at San Juan Hills High School. I'm thrilled to serve you and our
choral community as President of the Southern California Vocal Association
starting this year for the 2024-2026 term. | am proud to serve alongside my
colleagues on the SCVA board and | hope that | get a chance to meet you in
person at an SCVA event in the future.

I've had the privilege of serving on the SCVA board for several years in different
capacities and | am continually impressed by the dedication of our SCVA board
members who volunteer their time to create amazing events for our students
while running choral programs of their own. Please take a moment to read
through this newsletter to see all the exciting events that we have planned this
year, and we have more exciting projects in the works.

To be frank, no one in education understands our profession. No one understands
how difficult it is to corral students to create choral music together. No one
understands the long hours spent by ourselves listening to choral music catalogs
and score prepping. No one understands how difficult it is to recruit singers with
other activities on campus like academics, athletics, theatre, band, orchestra,
dance, and clubs are vying for our students’ attention. And when we finally
convince some of those students to join our class, we are fighting for their
attention with cell phones and social media getting in the way.

We are fighting the good fight. On many days, it can be a very thankless and
emotionally draining profession. However, we do it because there is something
that is undeniably fulfilling about our work that only other choral directors
understand. More than ever, we must support each other, listen to each other,
share with one another, and grow with everyone as we adapt to a new
generation of students entering our rehearsal halls.

| am proud of the work that we've accomplished as a field through the
challenges endured from pandemic-era education and the years of recovery. |
am even more excited for the work that we will accomplish together moving
forward. My hope is for all of us is to feel a little more connected, supported, and
empowered to help students grow to become the best versions of themselves.
Please feel free to reach out to me at miushino@capousd.org as | would love to
connect with all of you. Wishing you good luck and success this year. Let’s do this!

“We are what we repeatedly do, therefore, excellence is not an act, but a habit.”
— Aristotle






























