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AUGUST 2025

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael Ushino

Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the most exciting school year yet! There's nothing
like the optimism and anxiety that comes from the unknown of
a new school year, regardless of how many years you've been
in the profession. With our unique position as music teachers,
we have the opportunity to forge bonds with a whole new
group of students that will impact our programs and lives for
many yedrs to come. That group of students has no idea
about the types of traditions your program has, personalities
that they will come in contact with, or the experiences that
they will enjoy while being in your program. It is a clean slate
that you can mold and shape to whatever image you'd like.
That is always what excites me most about the new year.

Just because you've done something one way forever, doesn’t
mean you have to keep doing it. Feel free to be creative and
try something new this semester. Keep your own creativity and
curiosity fresh. | always try to add a major wrinkle or change to
my program each year so even the returning students have
something new to experience. It could be as simple as
changing which direction your classroom faces or how your
set seating arrangements. Or you might want to go extreme
and restructure your entire rehearsal process and lesson
plans. I've experimented with all of these things and you would
be shocked what those changes can do for you and your
students.

Be daring. Be brave. Have fun!
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FRIDAY, SEPT. 19 | 9:00-3:30
INFO & REGISTRATION HERE
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HEADLINER
DR. LYNN ATKINS

Sessions Include:
Inclusive Classroom
Developmentally Appropriate Repertoire
Crafting a Meaningful Program
Elementary Musicianship
Student Leadership
Sight Reading Made Simple
SCVA General Meeting
Lunch Included in Registration Fee

ST. MARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH | NEWPORT BEACH
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SIGHT READING
DON CRAFTON








































