Michael Ushino
President

Tammi Alderman
Past President

Bethany Encina
President Elect

Carolyn Kelley
Treasurer

Bekka Knauer
Secretary

Dora Ridgeway
Membership

Karen Bluel
Newsletter Editor

Mark Freedkin
Web Communications

Kristen Walton
_VPI - High School Honor Choir

Miranda Ford
VPII - High School Honor Choir

Drew Lewis
VP - Vocal Solo Competition

Monica Benson
VP Il - Vocal Solo Competition

Ken Haro
VP | - Festivals

Trevor Torres
VP Il - Festivals

Daniel Alvarez
VP - Festival Adjudication

Sammy Salvador

Jr High/Middle School Honor Choir

Brandon Harris
VP - Show Choir

Brittney Wescamillo
VP - Jazz/Contemporary A Cappella
Honor Choir

Kaitlin Pi
VP —-Jazz Festival

Sarah Flores
Elementary Activities

Marco Rodriguez
VP - Close Harmony Festival

OCTOBER 2025

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael Ushino

Dear Colleagues,

It is spooky season! With many of our first performances already
taking place, | hope that this time of year is more enjoyable than scary.
These are the formative times of growth for our students and our
programs as we set them up for future success as the year
progresses. Our patience is being tested as we are continually trying
to reach new heights with a different batch of students in our
classroom. It is so difficult to fight the impatience that comes with
trying to get our students to reach our expectations faster than they
are ready. But it is with our continued belief, love, toil, and labor that
everything will come out well in the end.

It is times like this where | am reminded of the words from my dear
mentor of nearly two decades, the late Joseph Huszti (former Director
of Choral Activities at University of California, Irvine). Professor Joe
Huszti changed my life in every way and shepherded my musical path
as he did for so many others. He always gave words of wisdom that
were woven into annoyingly cryptic riddles that | would have to figure
out. | never got a straight answer when | asked a question and he
would often ask a question to answer my question. | never realized
how important that was as a young conductor and it is a practice | still
continue with my students. With our current generation of students, |
have found that many of them are waiting for us to tell them what to
do instead of looking for the answer themselves.

Roughly a week before he passed, | met with him with one of my
colleagues, who was also a UCI alumni, and we had the opportunity to
thank him for everything he did for us, reminisce about past
adventures, and joke about his beloved Cleveland sports teams. But
like the life-long educator he was, he left me with a few final lessons
that I think are very apt for our school years thus far. | will leave his
cryptic words as an encouragement to all of you to keep fighting the
good fight and live life serendipitously.

“Don't Change Your Colors,” “Stay Spooky,” and “Keep Things Weird.”



HIGH SCHOOL HONOR CHOIRS

FEE WAIVERS

The Southern California Vocal Association is offering full and partial fee waivers
to students who demonstrate financial need and who have been accepted into
any of the 2025 SCVA High School Honor Choirs (SSAA, TTBB, SATB, Vocal Jazz).

General Information

e Teacher Nomination Apply by OCt. 18, 2025

The student's nominating high school music e Complete Student Application and Essay

teacher must fill out the confidential « Complete Teacher Nomination Form
information form and submit the Teacher

Nomination on or before October 18, 2025.
e Student Application

The applicant must complete an application
and write an essay of 200 words or less
describing financial need and what honor
choir participation would mean to them.
The Student Application must be submitted
on or before October 18, 2025

e Financial Need

 Due on or before October 18, 2025
 Recipients will be notified on October 27, 2025

Full and/or partial fee waivers will be
awarded to select students who

demonstrate financial need and fulfill
the other application requirements. = =
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SPRING

FESTIVALS

Registration opens Oct. 15th!

High School Festivals

Monday

2/24/2026

10:00 AM

Hacienda Heights Community Center

Hacienda Heights

Open

Jeffrey Fahey

Tuesday

3/3/2026

Granite Hills High School

Apple Valley

Open

Shane Churchill

Thursday

3/5/2026

Bloomington High

Bloomington

Open

Ryan Duckworth

Thursday

3/5/2026

10:00 AM

Bishop Amat High School

La Puente

Open

Jennifer Escovar

Thursday

3/5/2026

Bishop Amat High School

La Puente

Class|

Jennifer Escovar

Monday

3/9/2026

California Lutheran University Chapel

Thousand Oaks

Open

Janna Santangelo

Tuesday

3/10/2026

10:00 AM

Loara High School

Anaheim

Open

Katherine Keilty

Tuesday

3/10/2026

California Lutheran University

Thousand Oaks

Open

Amy Rolniak

Wednesday

3/11/2026

10:30 AM

Bonita Center for the Arts

San Dimas

Open

Ryan Yoder

Wednesday

3/11/2026

10:00 AM

Rubidoux High School

Jurupa Valley

Open

Jeff Lin

Thursday

3/12/2026

10:30 AM

Bonita Center for the Arts

San Dimas

Open

Ryan Yoder

Thursday

3/12/2026

10:00 AM

San Marino High School

San Marino

Open

Derek Jamieson

Thursday

3/12/2026

San Marino High School

San Marino

Class|

Derek Jamieson

Friday

3/13/2026

10:00 AM

Temecula Valley High School

Temecula

Open

Sang Park

Friday

3/13/2026

12:00 PM

Santa Susana High School

Simi Valley

Open

Bevin Abbe

Friday

3/13/2026

Santa Paula High School

Santa Paula

Open

Jerry Cruz

Saturday

3/14/2026

11:.00 AM

Biola University Lansing Auditorium

La Mirada

Open

Shawna Stewart

Saturday

3/14/2026

Biola University Lansing Auditorium

La Mirada

Open

Shawna Stewart

Saturday

3/14/2026

Biola University Lansing Auditorium

La Mirada

Open

Shawna Stewart

























