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DECEMBER 2024

A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT
Michael Ushino

Dear Colleagues,

It's the most wonderful (and stressful) time of the year! This is the time to showcase all of
the hard work that we've accomplished since the first day of school to our administrators,
families, and the community at large. But as we all know, our work is nhot about the product
we necessadrily put on stage, but the lessons that we teach in the classroom every day.
Unfortunately, the world doesn’t get to see that part of our teaching practice because
that’s where the real magic lives.

Before we hibernate or travel during our winter breaks, take a moment to congratulate
yourself that you got to this point. It'll never work out as well as we hope it will but it doesn’t
stop us from giving our best effort every day. You did everything in your power to do the
best work you could and that is to be celebrated. | applaud and salute all of you in the
field for your unsung hours of stress and toil to bring happiness and elevate your students
to excellence.

Whether you realize or not, students are always watching and learning from how we
conduct ourselves during this stressful time. Everything that we model in how we deal with
adversity, stress, and every curveball that is thrown our way during this season is being
recorded in the memory banks of our students. Are proactive or reactive? Do we spin
things positively or negatively? Do we point fingers? Those are the things that | remmember
most from my experiences singing in school during the stressful seasons and | still aspire
to be like my old high school director. His ability to calm every storm and handle all
challenges with grace is still the benchmark | compare myself to.

This is a wonderful moment to pause to rest but also think about the possibilities for the
future. Progress is a frustrating thing if we are impatient. Why can’t my students sound like
this? Why can't they read this yet? Why does someone else’s group sound so good and I'm
struggling to get someone to match pitch?

While we're celebrating the hard work that we've done. Let us celebrate the hard work that
the students have achieved. They were able to match one more note than they did
yesterday. That vowel finally matched beautifully. That cutoff was spectacular. They all
have grown so much since the moment they first walked in the room and think about how
much better they're going to be between now and June.

Take all the time you need to rest and let’s get ready to make more magic in 2025!
“Few things offer greater return on less investment than praise - offering credit to

someone in your organization who has stepped up and done the job.”
- Bill Walsh (Hall of Fame Former Head Coach of the San Francisco 49ers)



SCVA Vocal Solo
Festival 2025

This year's competition will consist of three rounds: Preliminary, semi-finals,
and finals. after their preliminary submissions, singers will receive an
adjudicated score and ranking. our top 10 in each category will advance to
semifinals. from there, the top 5 in each category will be invited to perform at
finals.

Students are invited to submit in the following categories:
Classical voice, Commercial music/jazz, and Musical theatre.

KEY DATES:

First round: Virtual

Video submissions due by Jan 24

Feedback delivered by Feb 15

Semi finals: In Person Masterclass

Hosted in regional areas BETWEEN Mar 15-Apr 5
Finals: In Person May 18th from 3:00-5:00 PM
Glendale City Church

610 E California Ave, Glendale, CA 91206

$40 Solo entry
$45 Duo/Trio/Small Ensemble

Questions: Drew Lewis at drewlewis1977 @gmail.com
or Monica Benson at monicatbenson@gmail.com




2025 ENSEMBLE FESTIVALS STILL OPEN!

A special thank you to all the school sites and directors!
Without your help, we would be unable to put on
community building choral events

for our young singers.

Spots are filling quickly! Make sure to secure your
ensemble for a Spring festival before they are all filled.

Registration
| deadline is

March, 1
‘ 2025. Make
S C VA sure to reserve
your spof
soon!







































