
A MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Tammi Alderman 
“It is the supreme art of the teacher to awaken joy in creative expressive and knowledge.”  
--Albert Einstein 

The Power of Another Voice 
 As we head into the spring season full of festivals, musicals and concerts, I am reminded how 
powerful it is for our students to hear from more than just one adult about their choral singing 
process. Most of us live in an educational system where we are the only vocal arts educator in the 
building or possibly even the district. I happen to appreciate that I can adapt my curriculum each 
week/quarter/semester without having to run it by the other teachers in my department who teach 
the same course – no one teaches anything close to what I teach. However, this can also leave us in a 
place where evaluation of our own process may be overlooked (for better and worse).  
 We all want our students to have a great time and enjoy music every day. We also want our 
students to perform at the highest level that they possibly can. It is far too easy to get caught up in a 
world where everything or nothing is good enough. The result may be that we are not giving them 
enough challenges or that we are pushing them a bit too far. Possibly everything is in complete 
balance. In any of those cases, another set of ears and eyes in the room for a short time may be just 
the thing to affirm or nudge the process as needed. 
 That other voice can come from so many places, but I always recommend that it be someone 
you trust with “your kids.” This could be a conductor friend that you bring into your classroom, a 
collegiate professor on a recruiting tour, an adjudicator/clinician at a festival or competition, the 
band teacher from next door or an alumnus. Ideally it should be someone you respect and that you 
know will be gracious and helpful. 
 
I recommend taking the following steps if you decide to do this for the first (or fifty-first time). 

• Let your students know it is going to happen. They may not be as receptive if a stranger 
suddenly appears in their safe space. 

• Hype up your ensemble about the guest. Talk up their skill set and what they can bring to 
your room. 

• Ask your students to take a chance and try everything - even if it seems different or 
uncomfortable. 

• Talk to the clinician in advance about what your focus and struggles have been. Ask if they 
have ideas they’d be willing to share with you and your ensemble. 

• Participate in the clinic with your students. Do the vocal exercises and movements with them 
as well. If you are active in the process, it gives credence to what that clinician is asking of 
them.  

• Talk about their experience in the next rehearsal. Do a long debrief. What worked? What 
didn’t work? What would they like to try again or never again?  

 
 Chances are, your “other voice” will say many of the same things in that session that you say 
every day. And, for some magical reason, the students will tell you how profound it was to hear those 
phrases from the new person. Try to remember how the clinician used the phrase and maybe change 
how you teach the concept if it resonates. The best clinics are when everyone in the room learns 
something. 
 While SCVA festivals are mostly full for this spring, don’t hesitate to reach out to an SCVA 
Board member or someone much closer to you and ask them to visit. Find someone to point out 
what you are doing so very well and where you might spend some more energy. In the end, it’s 
worth the vulnerability. 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL/9TH GRADE
HONOR CHOIR

MARCELO MARTÍNEZ MARROQUÍN

FACTS ABOUT HONOR CHOIR

IMPORTANT DATES

Mandatory rehearsal: Saturday, March
25 at Mark Keppel High School, 501 E.
Hellman Ave. Alhambra, CA 91801.
9:30am-1:00pm. Students should come
to this rehearsal with a pencil, water,
and snacks. No meals will be provided
this day. 
Final rehearsal and concert will be May
6 at Portola High School, 1001 Cadence,
Irvine, CA 92618, United States. Please
use the Chinon entrance. Dinner will be
provided. Tickets will be $10

Total number singers registered: 99 
Total number accepted 74 
Number of audition site: 4
Number of schools represented: 24

Los Angeles County: 10
Orange County: 6
San Bernardino County: 3
Riverside County: 4
San Diego County: 1

HONOR CHOIR CONDUCTOR: DR
ÁNGEL VÁZQUEZ RAMOS



 



 



 

 
Marco Rodriguez - SCVA Close Harmony Festival Chair 

Here are some awesome moments from the 2023 Close Harmony Festival! 

See you all next year! 

         

 

 

 



Introducing the SCVA 2023 
Vocal Jazz Contemporary 

A Cappella Honor Choir Director: 
MATT FALKER 

 

MATT FALKER IS  A  JAZZ AND GOSPEL  P IAN IST ,  VOCAL IST ,
ARRANGER AND CL IN IC IAN .  AS  A  FULL-  T IME PROFESSOR AT

MIRACOSTA COLLEGE,  MATT D IRECTS THE DOWNBEAT AWARD-
WINNING FREQUENCY VOCAL JAZZ PROGRAM,  AND IS  FOUNDER

AND D IRECTOR OF THE OCEANSIDE  JAZZ FEST IVAL ,  A  NON-
COMPETIT IVE  VOCAL JAZZ FEST IVAL  HOSTED AT MIRACOSTA

AS A  PROMINENT VOCAL JAZZ ARRANGER,  MATT NOW
DISTR IBUTES H IS  MUSIC  THROUGH H IS  PUBL ISH ING COMPANY,

ANCHOR MUSIC  PUBL ICAT IONS (FORMERLY SOUND MUSIC
PUBL ICAT IONS FOUNDED BY FRANK DEMIERO IN  1988) ,  AS  WELL

AS THE MUSIC  OF DOZENS OF OTHER ARRANGERS AND
COMPOSERS IN  THE VOCAL JAZZ COMMUNITY .

A U D I T I O N S  G O  L I V E :  
A U G U S T  2 1 S T ,  2 0 2 3

 
 

VIS IT  OUR WEBSITE  THIS  SPRING FOR MORE
AUDIT ION INFORMATION:  

 
SCVACHORAL .ORG/VOCAL_JAZZ_HONOR_CHOIR .PHP 

A U D I T I O N  D E A D L I N E :  
S E P T E M B E R  1 7 T H ,
2 0 2 3  A T  1 1 : 5 9  P M



 



 

 
IMPORTANT DATES & DEADLINES 

 

 Show Choir Spectacular    April 29  
Vocal Solo Final Submission    May 5 
Deadline    
Junior High Honor Choir Concert   May 6  
Vocal Solo Live Finals Round   May 21 

 
 

Please follow our social media accounts (Facebook, Instagram, Twitter) 
for updates on upcoming events that will be finalized prior to our next 

newsletter publication. 
 


